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Haworth, we have to say that they 
picked the right person.

These three moves (and the pro-
spective fourth) to us sound in perfect 
pitch and a wonderful harmony. Each 
is a major advance for Kimball OfÞ ce 
and its position within the industry. 
Certainly Jeff Fenwick is not wasting 
any time making a mark as the Vice 
President/General Manager of Kimball 
OfÞ ce. Fluent, like Allsteel!s Stride, is 
part of the new landscape furniture 
approach, designed by David Allen 
Pesso and the Kimball OfÞ ce Design 
Team to work in Kimball!s area of 
strength, the private ofÞ ce and equally 
as well in open plan arrangements. 
The landscape lines answer many 

introductions give an excellent picture 
of Kimball, when taken with its exper-
tise in wood: 
>Fluent, a major landscape offering
>Kimball OfÞ ce | interstuhl, a new 
alliance under which Kimball will dis-
tribute a choice selection of interstuhl 
seating
>Digitization of all of its products and 
services information 

We have also been told that Kimball 
OfÞ ce has retained the magical Eva 
Maddox, Perkins & Will/Eva Maddox 
Branded Environments, to help it redo 
its palette, something that is absolute-
ly necessary to adequately capture its 
new image. In light of the transforma-
tion that Ms. Maddox spearheaded for 

Kimball OfÞ ce: Developing Fluently 

by Brad Powell

Kimball OfÞ ce will have its most 
important showing in its history at its 
Chicago showroom starting the 15th 
of June, a fact to note especially on 
the heels of last year!s very sucessful 
HUM! Minds at Work introduction.

There is probably no other contract 
furniture company whose reputation 
is more embedded in traditional wood 
ofÞ ce furniture, but in actuality has 
as much audacity and progressive 
perseverance as we have ever seen. 
While many still picture the Jasperites 
have a swell time doing the polka at 
the local German-American Club, for 
years now Kimball has been push-
ing out in new directions while while 
not abandoning its wood case goods 
heritage. The newer bold Kimball was 
evident when the company, about 
10 years ago, introduced the As-
pire folding table and the Skye work 
task chair, a Red Dot award winner, 
accepted in North America but not 
over enthusiastically. Then, to cite 
some highlights, came Traxx & Tiles 
and Xsite, in the systems category, 
and last year, the very innovative and 
cutting edge HUM. This year Kimball 
surely will achieve a great percentage 
of what remains to be done. Three KIMBALL - INTERSTUHL: AXOS

KIMBALL: FLUENT KIMBALL: FLUENT
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storage elements, and privacy screens 
that can be combined and conÞ gured 
to needs and workers, rather than the 
other way around, to create singles, 
doubles, reception stations, private 
ofÞ ces or open plans, and to suit work 
modes, from knowledge sharing, col-
laboration, huddling, conferencing, 

dressed to respond to evolving brands, 
rapidly changing footprints and teams, 
smaller workspaces, and the prefer-
ences and workstyles of a multigenera-
tional workforce. 

Mr. Pesso and his Þ rm, New Studio, 
Boca Raton, FL, have created a tool kit 
that comprises worksurfaces, tables, 

needs of the ofÞ ce environment, 
including the age-old desire to have a 
single source of product for the major 
needs of the ofÞ ce, and a consistent 
aesthetic throughout as the C-Suite is 
now less often totally segregated from 
other work areas. Making multiple 
furniture lines no longer necessary, 
Fluent also simpliÞ es product speci-
Þ cation and asset management. It is 
easy to install " components simply 
set in place " and it is available with 
short lead times.

. . . there is no end to what you 
can do with Fluent, by deÞ nition, ca-
pable of moving with ease and grace.

People-centric adaptability is the 
by-word for the modern workplace, 
and Fluent is designed to capably 
answer diverse needs across the 
organization. As with Stride, Fluent is 
a platform of interchangeable parts 
that can be combined, conÞ gured and 

Visit our Chicago 
Showroom June 15-17 to 

see what the future holds.

325 North Wells St.   
Chicago, IL ever.
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cushions, and freestanding bookcas-
es. Smaller footprint, perhaps, but not 
inadequate space or truncated utility: 
Fluent has kept in mind its primary 
purpose of facilitating work, not reduc-
ing real estate.

Technology is, as it must be, every-
where but on the worksurface. Cabling 
runs through worksurfaces and 
threads into worksurface support rails 
and down to table-leg wire managers 
or wall outlets. Fluent can be easily 
daisy-chained in open-plan applica-
tions using either single circuit or 
eight-wire multi-circuit conÞ gurations.

Adapting, changing, modifying, 
adjusting, varying, blending, swap-
ping, renovating, converting, switch-
ing, growing " there is no end to what 
you can do with Fluent, by deÞ nition, 
capable of moving with ease and 
grace. Should your business or client!s 
business be similarly inclined, Fluent 
will answer the call. And, since no one 
seems to have a great deal of certainty 

multi-tasking, to individual concen-
trated tasks.

Mobile components and overheads 
#lift off$ enabling users who have a 
handy screwdriver to arrange their 
own space to serve their work habits. 
We haven!t seen this in person, and 
can only hope that this is literally true, 
although the mere mention of this ca-
pability may give some designers and 
facilities managers heartburn. Storage, 
too, is part of the assemblage, and lo-
cated where it can be easily accessed. 

EfÞ cient space-utilization is becom-
ing a must-have attribute, and Fluent!s 
compact worksurfaces eschew the 
more traditional U-shaped conÞ gura-
tion, decreasing the overall footprint, 
while retaining the amount of use-
able space and increasing the user!s 
mobility. Fluent!s storage capabilities 
include wardrobe, convertible towers, 
overhead and low storage, undersur-
face, freestanding and mobile pedes-
tals, lateral Þ les, storage benches with 

JU
N

E
 1

5
±

17
 !

"#
 $

#
%

&
"'

()
*+

#
 $

'%
! 

&
"*

&
',-

 
(#

-&
-(

.&
-$

/%-)0&#) 12

NeoConomics
NeoCon •  is Worth Your Investment¼ 
and then some.
There is only one time to view 1,000's of innovative 
products. There is only one place to choose from 
more than 140 CEU, LU, LEU and CMU accredited 
seminars. There is only one opportunity each year 
to network with more than 50,000 industry peers. 
There is only one way to STAY ON TOP of what is 
happening in the industry ...

Attend NeoCon. Register NOW. 
neocon.com

KIMBALL: FLUENT
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about what the future will bring, this 
type of solution might just be that new 
system that everyone has been won-
dering about.

While Fluent is another striking step 
away from tradition for Kimball, it is 
not moving away from its core values. 
Fluent uses compound lock-miter joint 
construction across the platform and 
beveled edges with a mix of materials 
and Þ nishes to form crisp details. The 
line is available in cherry, maple, wal-
nut and rift oak veneers in 17 Þ nishes; 
Lumicor doors, screens and modesty 
panels; glass surfaces and doors; 
anodized aluminum pulls and accents; 
and paint, laminate and veneer storage 
combinations. 

Great product is not enough these 
days, and Fluent meets other demands 
such as preserving investment in 
existing product " readily coordinating 
with Kimball OfÞ ce!s other products " 
and being sensitive to environmental 
effects and concerns. It was designed 
using EPA Design for the Environment 
(DfE) standards and LEED protocols. 
The entire line is fully IAQ compliant, 
even the wood components, which 
are sealed inside and out with Pura, 
Kimball OfÞ ce!s proprietary UV Þ n-
ish. Aluminum castings have a high 
recycled content, and Fluent contains 
no PVC or chrome and CFCs. Kimball 
OfÞ ce uses LED lighting in Fluent to 
eliminate heat radiation and to achieve 
80% more energy efÞ cient than other 
lighting options; it can also be easily 
disassembled for recycling.

Kimball OfÞ ce | interstuhl Chairs
Last year, Kimball introduced a single 
interstuhl chair along with the HUM 
line. The arrangement must have 
worked out well, for this year Kimball 
has announced that it is carrying the 
cream of the product line of interstuhl 
Büromöbel GmbH, one of Germany!s 
dominant seating companies. Under 
their new agreement, Kimball will 
market and sell six interstuhl products, 

KIMBALL: FLUENT

KIMBALL: FLUENT
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which will be co-branded as Kimball 
OfÞ ce | interstuhl. #The joint venture 
dramatically increases Kimball OfÞ ce!s 
penetration of the North American 
ergonomic seating market,$ said Mr. 
Fenwick. That!s a fact: interstuhl!s 
chairs are among the best on the 
market, but they are not cheap. Mitos 
and Axos won Best of NeoCon Gold 
in 2006 and 2007, respectively, and 
there was no question of their merits. 
Silver, which has been produced in 
gold plate for '80,000 we were told, 
has a base price of around '4,000 and 
was a Red Dot Design Award winner in 
2008 and was featured in the new-
est James Bond movie, #Quantum of 
Solace.$ (Yes, one of those.)

#This alliance is an exciting and 
signiÞ cant opportunity for both of 
our companies,$ said Mr. Fenwick. 
#It combines interstuhl!s expertise in 
seating design and engineering with 
Kimball OfÞ ce!s established customer 
relationships and strong distribution 
base. Together, we!re focused on giving 
our customers a whole new standard 
of ergonomic support and comfort with 
seating solutions.$

interstuhl is a family business locat-
ed in Messstetten-Tieringen, Germany, 
a small town about 60 miles north of 
Stuttgart. The company traces its roots 
to a blacksmith shop founded nearly 
400 years ago. It began producing 
ofÞ ce chairs in 1961 and introduced 
the interstuhl trademark in 1967. We 
haven!t been to the manufacturing 
site, but if we practice our very rusty 
German and learn to pronounce the 
name, maybe they!ll invite us. (Actu-
ally, Messstetten-Tieringen is pretty 
straightforward as German compound 
nouns go, nicht wahr?) This is another 
visit that architects and designers 
would greatly enjoy.

interstuhl produces contract, factory 
and institutional seating, as well as 
freestanding conference and training 
tables. The company distributes its 
chairs in virtually every major market 

KIMBALL - INTERSTUHL: HERO

KIMBALL - INTERSTUHL: MITOS
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and cantilever guest chairs, and Mitos 
Mobile, a versatile piece that quickly 
transforms from a footrest into a laptop 
stand, lectern, mobile workstation or 
visitor!s chair. (Very cool indeed.)
>Hero. Attuned to You: New to us, 
Hero uses multiple technologies to 
provide a personalized sit for individu-

>Mitos: One of our favorites, Mitos 
delivers a sitting experience unlike that 
of any ofÞ ce chair thanks to its revolu-
tionary #transmotion$ mechanism, sort 
of a blade skate underpinning. This is 
not PR hype; it!s true. Try it; you!ll like 
it, very much. The collection has low-, 
mid- and high-back models, 4-leg 

but has had difÞ culty establishing 
a North American dealership base. 
By partnering with Kimball OfÞ ce, 
interstuhl gains access to a sales force 
of more than 100 people and the Kim-
ball!s nationwide dealer network. At 
the same time, Kimball OfÞ ce can im-
mediately offer clients multiple seating 
solutions that have earned a worldwide 
reputation for quality, design and ergo-
nomic comfort.

Kimball OfÞ ce | interstuhl seating 
will be available by early 2010. Some 
of the chairs are new, but some have 
been shown at previous NeoCon WTF 
events.
>Silver: Silver is an elegant and 
unmistakable aluminum monocoque 
design with transparent casters and 
precisely tailored upholstery. For a 
very lux chair, Silver is well endowed 
ergonomically: synchronous recline 
mechanism with weight regulation, 
backrest lock and pneumatic seat-
height adjustment. The line comprises 
low-, mid- and high-back ofÞ ce chairs; 
low-, mid- and high-back conference 
chairs; a conference stool; a wooden-
shelled visitor chair with dynamic 
rocker mechanism; a lounge chair with 
base plate and auto-return mecha-
nism; and coordinating lounge tables.

KIMBALL - INTERSTUHL: FIT
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that produces Þ rmer and softer seating 
zones. Fit is available in four mesh 
colors " black, white, May green and 
tomato.

Going Digital
Kimball OfÞ ce is going digital, all the 
way. Part of Kimball!s digital conver-
sion is rooted in concerns about the 
environment, but presumably they will 
save some green as well as protect it 
(not to say that websites are cheap ei-
ther). #Accessing information through 

ecutive chairs, conference chairs, and 
stackable 4-leg and cantilever guest 
chairs. Finish options include black, 
brilliant silver, polished aluminum and 
chrome, fully upholstered seat and 
back or mesh back/upholstered seat 
combinations. 
>Fit: Also new to us, Fit is . . . ah, 
interesting. It has an #intelligent mesh$ 
stretched over a cantilevered steel 
frame that is said to conform to the 
slightest movement. The Trevira mesh 
fabric uses a unique weaving method 

als of all sizes and statures, heavy, 
light, tall, or short.. Its autoÞ t tilt 
mechanism senses the sitter!s weight 
and automatically adjusts tension 
in the seat and backrest, while an 
integrated adjustment allows preferred 
resistance levels to be Þ nely calibrated. 
The line includes mid-back ofÞ ce 
chairs and high-back executive chairs 
with a choice of fully upholstered seat/
back or mesh back/upholstered seat 
combinations; and stackable cantilever 
guest chairs with mesh or upholstered 
back.
>Axos: Designed around the idea that 
#the next position is the best position,$ 
Axos translates seating technology into 
the leanest possible form. An innova-
tive #transmotion$ mechanism with 
weight regulation, pneumatic seat-
height adjustment, and head/neckrest 
give sitters great support and comfort 
in every position from upright to fully 
reclined. Designed for use throughout 
the executive suite, the series has 
executive, conference and cantilever 
guest chairs.
>Xantos: Xantos ofÞ ce chairs are a 
blend of performance and aesthetics. 
Easy-to-use comfort controls adjust 
precisely to Þ t people of all sizes and 
postures. These include adjustable 
lumbar support, synchronous recline; 
weight, seat-depth and pneumatic 
seat-height adjustments; and height-
adjustable armrests. The line encom-
passes mid- and high-back ofÞ ce/ex-

introducing  dewey  
learning is better together
whether you•re the professor or student, 
the guru or an intern, dewey inspires 
better ways to teach and learn.

Fixtures Furniture by izzy+      
NeoCon Showroom, Suite 1150

KIMBALL - INTERSTUHL: SILVER
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space planning applications.$
For more on what!s new and now, 

visit www.kimballofÞ ce.com. Bet-
ter yet, visit Kimball OfÞ ce June 
15 " 17, 325 N. Wells Street, Suite 
100, right across the street from the 
Merchandise Mart. (The address 
was really hard to Þ nd on the new 
website (hint).) They!re open 8am 
to 5pm daily, and during this time, 
Kimball OfÞ ce will serve Starbucks 
coffee, lattes, frappuccinos and other 
drinks, along with breakfast pastries, 
a light lunch offering and afternoon 
Starbucks specialty snacks. (Maybe 
they!ll also have some of that great 
Starbucks oatmeal for those who do 
not like to start their day with a sugar 
jolt (another hint).  

disassembly instructions, and installa-
tion videos.
>Inspiration gallery: Makes it easy to 
see real-world uses of Kimball OfÞ ce 
products in a wide range of functional 
and creative work environments from 
around the world.
>Integrated social networking: Lets 
users instantly share and discuss in-
formation with clients and colleagues.

Kimball OfÞ ce said it will add even 
more content and features to the 
website over the coming months, 
continuously enhancing the ability for 
users to connect with ideas, solutions, 
and educational materials. #These 
enhancements,$ said Ms. Schmidt, 
#will be driven by ongoing evaluation 
and feedback from users, but already 
in the works are easier pricing and 

the use of technology encourages an 
at-your-Þ ngertips, interactive experi-
ence in real time and reduces the 
waste that ends up in our oceans, 
lakes, streams and landÞ lls,$ said 
Paula Schmidt, , Director of Market 
Communications for Kimball OfÞ ce. 

The Þ rst step in this process was a 
total redesign of its website to provide 
an easy-to-navigate, lively experi-
ence that focuses on users. Designed 
with MediaSauce, a digital marketing 
company in Indianapolis, IN, the new 
site supports how people work and 
how they want to interact with the 
web " quickly, directly and personally. 
It offers streamlined access " desired 
product information is never more 
than two clicks away " expanded con-
tent and interactive tools for exploring 
the company!s solutions.

#Everything we!re doing is about 
making it easy for people to get 
what they need to furnish their work 
environments,$ said Ms. Schmidt. 
The website redesign is just the initial 
phase of a much broader digital initia-
tive to give users the information they 
want, when they want it and in the 
format required for the device they!re 
using.$

The new site includes a number of 
unique features:
>Brochure builder tool: Enables 
users to generate and share product 
information that is most relevant to 
them.
>Essential product resources: 
Includes downloadable images, 
interactive case studies, features and 
options, application and conÞ gura-
tion examples, environmental data 
sheets, indoor air quality certiÞ cation 
documents, speciÞ cation and CAD 
information, pricing, assembly and 

KIMBALL - INTERSTUHL: XANTOS


